The Flies Program [1997] by University of Southern Maine Department of Theatre
University of Southern Maine 
USM Digital Commons 
Programs 1996-1997 Season Theatre Programs 1990-2000 
Spring 4-1997 
The Flies Program [1997] 
University of Southern Maine Department of Theatre 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/theatre-programs-1996-1997 
 Part of the Theatre History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
University of Southern Maine Department of Theatre, "The Flies Program [1997]" (1997). Programs 
1996-1997 Season. 3. 
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/theatre-programs-1996-1997/3 
This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the Theatre Programs 1990-2000 at USM Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Programs 1996-1997 Season by an authorized administrator of 
USM Digital Commons. For more information, please contact jessica.c.hovey@maine.edu. 
USM Department of Theatre presents 
The Flies 
by Jeon-Poul Sartre 
di reefed by Guy Durichek 
This powerful dromo examines the questions of free-will ond man's place in the 
universe ogoinsl o backdrop of mythos, murder, ond ... technology? 
USM Student Director Guy Durichek places o new twist on this modern 
reworking of the Electro-Orestes story. 
Main Stage, Russell Hall, USM Gorham campus 
7:30 p.m. April 18, 19, 23-26 
5:00 p.m. April 20, 27 
Sponsored in port by Portland Appliance Servicenter. 
OUniversity of Southern Maine 
DIRECTOR'S NOTES 
The year is 1943 and World War II is ravaging Europe. France has been 
defeated by the Germans and is now an occupied territory. The Nazi regime 
controlling the French government is prosecuting and condemning French leaders 
who had declared war on Germany. With the exception of the French Resistance, 
little is done against the occupying forces that is turning the people of France 
against themselves, and fostering a public policy of guilt and repentance. One 
could almost say that there is a passive acquiescence toward the atrocities suffered 
by the very people they are being committed against. 
Jean-Paul Sartre, philosopher, dramatist, novelist and political journalist 
has returned to his native country after a year long incarceration by the Gennans as 
a prisoner of war. Sartre returns to his teaching post in Neuilly briefly before 
taking a position in Paris. While there, he publishes Being and Nothingness, 
considered his greatest philosophical work, and his play Les Mouches, "The 
Flies", receives its first production. Gennan authorities are unaware of his 
activities with the French Resistance; therefore, they are also almost completely 
oblivious to the message of commitment and resistance inherent in the play. 
It is now 1997. In the relatively short period of one century, the world 
has witnessed an explosion of technological advances unparalleled by any other 
time in recorded history. Yolanda King, daughter of activist Martin Luther King 
Jr., once said, "The whole of the universe has been shrunk down Lo the size of a 
computer screen ... but what has technology done for our hearts?" There is no easy 
answer to this question, and the answer becomes even more elusive as the fabric of 
our lives become intertwined with technology. 
We live in a society surrounded by images that inform us what to think, 
what to eat, what to wear, what situations are exciting, how to spend our leisure 
time, and whom or what to worship. Our news programs are censored by the 
values of corporations that produce them. Images of war have become the clean, 
bloodless delivery of "smart bombs." Programs such as Cops and Real T.V., along 
with innumerable action films and graphic video games, desensitize us to the 
violence of the world Virtual reality will soon be able to cater a hand-crafted life 
to us. With the advent of technology that combines cyber-space use with 
television, a future in which we work, shop, carry on personal relationships, are 
entertained and informed all from the comfort of our living rooms is not so 
unbelievable or far fetched. 
Passive acquiescence toward technology robs us of our free will, and there 
is no 'Orestes' on the horizon to save us from ourselves. Unless we, as individuals, 
constantly evaluate the influence technology has upon our lives, we will be used by 
the tools and nQ1 be the users. It takes commitment and resistance. Sartre's play, 
in this new "light," is as relevant today as it was over fifty years ago. 
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Jean Paul Sartre, playwright 
Stuart Gilbert, translator 















Prologue: Town Center of Argos 
Act I 
Scene 1: Town Center, 20 years later 
Scene 2: Town Center 
Act II 
Scene 1: Palace of Aegistheus 







Fury #1/Woman #1 






Setting: City of Argos 
Time: Sometime in the Future 
The prologue contains video material that some audience members may 
fi?d offensiv~ due to ~e grap~c nature of the real (not staged) 
v10lence. 1!11s show 1s approX1.01ately tw.o hours and fifteen minutes, 
and there will be a fifteen minute intermission. 
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Casablanca Comics, Portland 
Appliance Servicenter, Videoport 
Christopher Kull, Andrea Snow, 
J.D. Merritt, Dale Ashby, Betsy Carson 
Richard Vail, David Craig 
Artistic Team Biographies 
Guy Durichek-Director 
Guy will participate in the commencement ceremony this May, receiving a B.A. in 
Theater with a double concentration in Aeling and Directing. His previous roles at 
USM include John Jr. in Summer and Smoke, Creon in Oh! Antigone, the Count 
in la Ronde, Harry in Purgatory, and Valere in Saanarelle. Regional credits 
include Hero in A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum at Mad 
Horse Theater, Henry in The Yellow Wallpaper, a Highwire Production at Oak 
Street Theater, and an ensemble reader for "A Funeral Elegy", a recently 
rediscovered lost work by Shakespeare. Guy's direclOrial and production credits 
include stage managing Keeping Tom Nice at Mad Horse; director/producer of Tell, 
assistant director/stage manager of A Dream of Canaries, both at USM, and 
producer of several shows through The Student Performing Artists. He is the 
author of Birchmarks, also a USM production, was twice nominated for the Irene 
Ryan Award, and recipient of the Grannia Scholarship from USM Theater 
Department and the Chris Meanor Scholarship from USM Honors Society. 
Thomas C. Vail - Set Designer{fechnical Director 
Tom has been in Maine all his life. He was the technica1 director of USM for four 
years during the early 80's. He has worked with most of the theatres in Southern 
Maine, including Schoolhouse Arts Center, Biddeford City Theatre, Portland 
Players, Portland Stage Company and most recently he was the technical director at 
Mad Horse Theatre last season where he designed their summer show, Oh Coward. 
He was the technical director for the recent production of the Departments of 
Theater and Music's, The Magic Flute. 
Susan E. Picinich - Costume Designer 
Susan joined the USM Department of Theatre faculty in 1987 and has since 
designed costumes for 39 University productions including The Marriage of Figaro 
and Rokujo Lady's Passion. She has an MFA degree from the University of 
Michigan and previously taught at SUNY Albany and Western Illinois University. 
Last season Susan designed Private Lives at Portland Stage Company. She is a 
member of the ensemble at Mad Horse Theatre and most recently designed their 
productions of Alabama Rain, Lonely Planet, Oh Coward, Scotland Road, and King 
Lear. Other credits include five seasons at Maine State Music Theatre, 
Chamberlain and Evita in 1996. In New York, Susan supervised the costume shop 
at Manhattan Theatre Club, did craft work for Broadway's BeaUly and the Beast, and 
worked on the fand most recently he was the technical director at Mad Horse Theatre 
last season where he also designed their summer show, Oh Coward. 
Joseph A. Futral - Lighting Designer 
Joseph has been lighting the stage for 13 years, and this marks his first appearance 
at USM. Other credits include Mad Horse Theater (where he first worked with Guy 
Durichek), the recent Portland Flower Show and Portland Ballet locally, Ballethnic 
Dance Company, Jomandi Productions, 1be Alliance Theatre Company, Lee Harper 
and Dancers, Gary Harrison and Dancers in Atlanta, GA, Great Lakes Theatre 
Festival in Cleveland, OH, Augusta Ballet (including a recent perfonnance with the 
Wynton Marsalis Septet) and Augusta Opera in Augusta, GA, and numerous 
corporate events and presentations. 
Artur Kaptelinin- Videographer 
Artur is a comunications major with a minor in theater. His first theatrical 
experience was in his hometown Hovosibirsk where he attended the childrens 
theater club and the film club. He has participated in a number of theater 
productions and has assisted in the production of several documentaries. Artur 
arrived in the U.S.A in 1990 and began studying theater and film at USM in 1991. 
He is curently a junior and plans to continue his career on the west coast 
Assunta Kent - Dramaturg 
Assunta, assistant professor of theatre history and dramatic literature, specializes in 
multicultural, women's, and children's drama. She is the author of a recent book on 
US Cuban playwright, Maria Irene Fornes and Her Critics and Book Review Editor 
of The New England Theatre Journal. Assunta previously directed The Marriage of 
Figaro , A Dream of Canaries and Rokujo lady's Passion al USM. Her produclion 
work includes directing, dramaturgy, oral interpretation, texl adapt.aJ.ion, criticism, 
and activist theatre. 
Paul Holbrook - Stage Manager 
Paul is a freshman theater in education. Originally from West Newfield, Maine, he 
has held previous roles in Dream Royal Street, Guys and Dolls, Dark of the Moon, 
Cameras, and Macbeth. Here at USM he has been in Rokujo Lady's Passion. Paul 
would like to thank his family and his best friend Stephan Pisani. 
Andrew J. Ross - Assistant Stage Manager 
Andrew a sophomore theater major from Portland, Maine was the sound engineer 
for the Dance Festival that was held at USM. Andrew has worked at Elmira 
Co1lege as a sound engineer/designer and at Mad Horse Theater as a sound board 
operator for Alabama Rain, and Truth be Known. Various acting roles include 
Boys Next Door, and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
Christenia Alden-Kinne - Costume Shop Supervisor 
Cbristenia has worked with the USM Department of Theaue for I.he past 13 years 
both as an inslIUctor and as supervisor of the costume shop. A graduate of 
Wllitman Co1lege in Walla Walla, Wash., Chris did graduate work at the University 
of California at Davis and Trinity University through the Dallas Theater Center, 
focusing both in acting and costwne design. She recently had her world premiere 
musical fantasy, Sweet River, perfonned here at USM, at Deertrees Theatre in 
Harrison, and also at the Maine Festival in Brunswick. She is also studying vocal 
perfonnance and composition at USM. 
Janine F. Giustina - Sound Designer/Sound Board Operator 
Janine is a senior music major at the University of Southern Maine from Charlton, 
Massachusetts. This is her first attempt at sound design, although she is no 
stranger IO the stage. She has performed in the New England Theater Company's 
1994 production of Cabaret as a saxophonist in the stage band. Janine's interests 
are in the production and management end of the music business and was selected to 
attend the Edgar Stanton Audio Recording Institute at the Aspen Music Festival 
during the summer of 1995. 
Jep Lombard - Properties Mistress 
Jep, a senior theater major at USM has been involved in the production of My 
Mother Said I Never Should, Tiny Alice with Vintage Repertory Company, and 
was a props intern at the Maine State Music Theater for a summer. Here at USM 
she has worked on La Ronde, Sweet River, The Poor of Portland, Rokujo Lady's 
Passion, The Magic Flute, and Redemption. Jep would like to thank her cat Shelly 
without whom nothing would exist. 
Cast 
Joshua A. Chenard - Tutor 
Josh is a second year theater major from Saco, Maine. Past theater credits include 
an ensemble member in As Is, and Dr. Bartholo in The Marriage of Figaro, both at 
USM. He also appeared as Barnette Lloyd in Crimes of the Heart, and as a chorus 
member in Carousel, both at Biddeford City Theater. Josh would like to dedicate 
his performance to two very important "Tutors" who shaped his life: Bill Ouellette 
and Chris Qucally. 
Luca Richards - Orestes 
Luca of Scarborough is a Sophomore theater major at USM. Previous roles at 
USM include Paul Fairweather in The Poor of Portland, the Brother in As ls, and 
the Dealer in the original student one act Miss Nowhere Diner, he also recently 
danced in the 1997 Dance Festival. Luca will be performing this summer as an 
apprentice with the Dorset Theater Company in Vermont. Special thanks to Guy 
Durichek, Sarah Parisien, and to Alice Starr McFarland for their friendship and 
wisdom. Also to his family for their support. 
James P. Anderson - Zeus 
James, of Kittery, is a Senior theater major at USM. His previous roles at USM 
include Teddy Brewster in Arsenic and Old Lace, and a Police Officer in Tartuffe. 
His other theater experience includes Stage Carpenter and Master Electrician at 
University of Maine at Fort Kent from 1976 - 1982 as a work-study student. He 
also directed the children's musical Rumplestilskin for the UMFK Drama Club, 
played Howard Benedict in Applause as part of UMFK.'s summer stock in 1980, and 
was lighting designer and roadee for the touring rock band, "Gypsy Amber" in 
1978. James received the Senior Theatre Award at UMFK. in 1982. He would like 
to give special thanks to his mom, and also to Prof. Charles C. Closser Jr., 
UMFK Theater Professor, who believed that there is good in everyone. 
Sarah Parisien - Electra 
Sarah, of Saco, Maine, is a Junior Theater major here at USM. Her previous roles 
include Clawfingers in The Marriage of Figaro, and Princess Aoi in Rokujo Lady's 
Passion. She has also participated in The Reader's Theater Workshop held in 
London, and was part of the forensic's learn. She would like to take this time to 
thank all who put up with her busy life, especially her mother. "Mom, you are 
my backbone, this one is for you. I love you." 
Patience Goodwin - Clytemnestra 
Patience, of Portland, is a junior Theater major at USM. Her previous roles at 
USM include the Corpse in Loot, Nita Durme in Dream of Canaries, Alida 
Bloodgood in The Poor of Por1land, and the Saint in Rokujo Lady's Passion. Her 
other theater experiences include Mathilde in Vintage Repertory Theatre's Hysteria, 
and being the fog queen of USM! Patience would like to give special thanks to her 
family who have supported her and helped her get to rehearsals, and to Guy who 
helped her find the depth in Clylelllnestra. 
Jeff Shaw - Aegistheus/f ech Director 
Jeff is a senior Theater major at USM. He has previously performed in Miss 
Nowhere Diner, and he was lhe technical director for Redemption. Jeff would like 
to thank. Andy Ross for "filling in for me". 
Alexandra Munier - Fury #1/Woman #1 
Alexandra, of Augusta, is a sophomore BFA major at USM. This is her debut role 
at USM. Her other theater experience includes the role of Snout in Midsummer 
Nights Dream, and various technical work at Smith College in 1996. She won an 
All Festival Cast award at lhe 1995 One Act Play Festival. Alexandra would like 
to give special thanks to Mad Dog Harris and Mr. Shaben. 
Ericka Larson - Fury #2/Young Woman 
Ericka, of Gray, is a freshman international business major al USM. This is her 
debut role at USM. Her olher theater experience includes Emily in Our Town, and 
performances in various one acts. Ericka would like to thank everyone, especially 
her fellow actors and actresses. 
Kirsten Jade Nunery - Fury #3/Soldier 
Kirsten, of Freeport, is a first year student at USM. This is her debut role at USM. 
Kirsten would like to thank her family and Abbie Hoffman. 
Patrick Davis - Idiot Boy/Man 
Patrick is currently a Junior theater major at USM. His last perfonnance here was 
Rich in As Is, where he was nominated for an Irene Ryan Award. During his 
summer, living in Nonh Berwick, Patrick has perfonned in Ogunquil, playing lhe 
role of Yo-Yo in Psycho Beach Party. Patrick aspires to be lhe best and biggest 
idiot he can be in this performance. 
Sarah W. Green - Old Woman 
Sarah, of Nonh Waterford, starred as Alice Sycamore in You Can't Take It With 
You and was the German Fish Lady in The Lost Elevator. She studied theater al 
Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, and will be auending the College 
of the Atlantic in the fall. She would like to dedicate this performance to Sally 
Jones. 
Jamieson Folsom Romanelli - Man #1 
Jamieson, from Houlton, is a junior theatre major at USM. His previous 
experience includes high school musicals and various widerdog productions al 
UMO. 
Eric Worthley - Man #2 
Eric, a senior theatre major, is from Skowhegan. His previous roles al USM 
include a police oCficer in The Poor of Portland, a chorus member in Oh! Antigone, 
and Horace in Sganarelle. He was also the director for UBU Roi, a Student 
Performing ArtisIS production, and he has also been involved in olhcr various 
community productions. 
